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Seneca Valley Middle School Honored with 

‘Schools to Watch’ Redesignation  

First recognized three years ago for its 

outstanding academic performance, Seneca 

Valley Middle School has been re-designated 

one of the nation’s “Schools to Watch,” a 

recognition program developed by the National 

Forum to Accelerate Middle-Grades Reform.    

Launched in 1999, “Schools to Watch” began as 

a national program to identify middle-grades 

schools across the country that were meeting or 

exceeding 37 criteria developed by the National 

Forum, including academic excellence, 

outstanding organizational structure and student 

development responsiveness. The Forum 

developed a web site (www.schoolstowatch.org) 

that features online tours of schools, as well as 

detailed information about the selection criteria 

used in the recognition program.  

“We are extremely excited to earn this 

distinction for a second time,” said Dr. Tracy 

Vitale, Seneca Valley Superintendent of Schools. 

“We are proud of the teachers, staff and students 

who have worked so hard over the years to make 

Seneca Valley Middle School an example of 

educational excellence. ‘Schools to Watch’ 

recognizes those schools that deepen students’ 

knowledge and use a variety of methods to 

assess and monitor the progress of their learning; 

Seneca Valley Middle School exemplifies all of 

these qualities, plus so much more.” 

There are now 19 states across the country, 

which have trained Schools to Watch State 

Teams, with more than 340 schools recognized. 

“We are pleased that our Schools to Watch 

program has shown that schools can meet high 

academic expectations while preserving a 

commitment of healthy development and equity 

for all students,” said Dr. Deborah Kasak, 

National Forum Executive Director. “These 

Schools to Watch are indeed special; they make 

education so exciting that students and teachers 

don’t want to miss a day.  These schools have 

proven that it is possible to overcome barriers to 

achieving excellence, and any middle-level 

school in any state can truly learn from their 

examples,” Kasak said. 

The National Forum sponsors the Schools to 

Watch program along with the Association for 

Middle Level Education (AMLE/formerly 

NMSA), the National Association for 

Elementary School Principals, the National 

Association of Secondary School Principals, 

Learning Forward, ASCD, and State Schools to 

Watch affiliates. 

The National Forum to Accelerate Middle-

Grades Reform is an alliance of 65 educators, 

researchers, national associations, and officers of 

professional organizations and foundations 

dedicated to improving education in the middle 

grades. 

Members of the “Schools to Watch” team join 

administration and staff from Seneca Valley 

Middle School to award them the 2014 

“Schools to Watch” Redesignation.  

Dates to  

Remember: 

● March 3-5 – Evans City K 

Registration 

● March 3-6 – Haine K 

Registration 

● March 9 – Daylight Savings 

Time begins 

● March 11-14 – Rowan K 

Registration 

● March 17 – SNOW 

MAKEUP DAY 

(SCHOOL IS IN 

SESSION) 

● March 20 – Spring begins 

● March 20 – Haine 

Elementary Open House 

(Grades K-2) - 6-7:30 p.m. 

● March 20 – Rowan Open 

House (Grades 1, 3) – 6:30- 

8 p.m. 

● March 27 – Haine 

Elementary Open House 

(Grades 3-4) – 6-7:30 p.m. 

● March 27 – Rowan Open 

House (Grades K, 2, 4) – 

6:30-8 p.m. 

● March 31, April 1-2 – CVE 

K Registration 

http://www.schoolstowatch.org
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More than 25 years after first appearing on the 

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School stage, Jim 

Stanek recently discovered you can go home again. 

This 1989 Seneca Valley graduate stood on the 

familiar wooden stage of his youth (pictured here), 

his smile wide and his arms extended.  “It’s such a 

visceral sensation,” he said, but quickly amended 

that. “No, I think it’s maybe more accurate to 

describe it as a true physical sensation, almost like a 

physical reaction.”  

Mr. Stanek, now a full-time theater actor, stood on 

the very spot where he once performed as a student 

in such Seneca Valley productions as “Grease,” 

“Curious Savage,” and “Little Shop of Horrors.” 

Today, his credits include several television and 

film roles. But it’s his extensive list of stage 

characters that have made a name for Mr. Stanek in 

theater circles all across the country. Those include 

six impressive Broadway productions in New York 

City, and Off-Broadway and regional performances 

from California to Pennsylvania. 

“It’s my passion,” he explained. “It’s the air I need 

to breathe. There’s something terrifying and 

thrilling in performing for an audience.” 

The consummate actor, Mr. Stanek was generous 

with his time and honest about his struggles as he 

met with students and staff in a “master 

class” (pictured below) setting at the senior high 

school. Imparting advice and storytelling to a room 

of student thespians, singers and instrumentalists, 

Mr. Stanek said his 20 years in the business so far 

have been filled with “a lot of work, a lot of 

commitment and a very thick skin.” 

In town to star in “Company,” at O'Reilly Theater, 

Pittsburgh Public Theater's home in the heart of 

Downtown's Cultural District, Mr. Stanek has been 

catching up with his four older siblings and staying 

with his parents, who still reside in Cranberry 

Township. It’s a trip he makes often with this wife, 

Beth, and children, Cameron, Mason and Dillon. “I 

thrive on my family,” he said. “We love to come 

back here for the summers and as many holidays as 

possible.”  

But don’t be mistaken. This New York City boy is 

still as humble and down-to-earth as they come. 

There are no entourages or limos for this 

professional. Perhaps his modest take on life came 

from the sometimes difficult moments he 

encountered as a teen. A self-described “nerd,” Mr. 

Stanek said attempts at sports failed him and years 

spent acting as a “class clown,” left him feeling 

adrift. Negative comments and experiences from 

fellow classmates also left their mark. “I decided to 

take control 

of that,” he 

said in 

reflection.  

“I eventually 

found what  

I was 

passionate 

about and 

that over-shadowed feeling left out.”  

He also credits several now-retired teachers with 

helping him find his way. Ms. Marie Latagliata, a 

long-time choir director of the senior high school, 

made it clear to Mr. Stanek that he was going to 

have to make a greater commitment to his craft and 

classmates. Ms. Lynn Stewart and Ms. Marci 

Agostinelli, also now retired, were his all-school 

musical directors, providing him with an outlet to 

discover his talents and fuel his love for theater arts. 

Ms. Robin Wuchina, a current American Literature 

and speech teacher in the senior high school, was 

clear to Mr. Stanek that he wasn’t welcome in her 

class until the “goofing off” stopped. Even Mr. Ron 

Reyer, assistant principal of the senior high school 

at the time, took time to pull Mr. Stanek aside in 

detention, telling him his potential was being 

wasted on high jinks and jokes. “If he hadn’t 

noticed me, hadn’t taken an interest, I don’t know if 

I would be where I am today,” he stated. 

That young man would turn into a theater/drama 

graduate of Carnegie Mellon University. And, 

today, with all his credits and experience, it would 

appear that he’s heading down a path filled with 

more success 

and exposure. 

With his next 

job in the 

works and an 

eye toward 

more film 

and theater 

roles, Mr. 

Stanek will 

be busy with 

his artistry, enjoying his “tiny” 450 square foot 

apartment and spending as much time with his 

family as possible. 

As for that advice he shared with students. You 

may not be surprised to hear he said that “no matter 

what you may do or where you may go, it’s all 

about being a good person and being nice.” 

Well, he would know. He embodies that sentiment, 

and that’s just one of many reasons why we’re 

proud to call him a Seneca Valley Raider. Welcome 

home, Mr. Stanek. 

Stage Presence 

SV Graduate Jim Stanek returns home 
- By Linda Andreassi, Communications Director 

Musical tickets  

still available 

A classic! 

The Seneca Valley All-School 

Musical Cast and Crew is 

following the yellow brick road 

this year, and will proudly 

present “The Wizard of Oz” 

during six performances in the 

Seneca Valley Intermediate 

High School Auditorium: 

● Friday, February 28 

7:30 p.m. 

● Saturday, March 1 

7:30 p.m. 

● Sunday, March 2 

2 p.m. 

● Friday, March  

7 - 7:30 p.m. 

● Saturday, March 8 

1:30 p.m.  

● Saturday, March 8 

7:30 p.m. 

All performances are reserved 

seating. For more information 

and/or to purchase tickets, visit 

the musical page at this link: 

http://www.svsd.net/Page/6609 

Don't miss it! 

http://www.svsd.net/Page/6609
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The demand for students trained in science, 

technology, engineering and math fields may be 

significantly larger than previous studies have 

estimated, according to new data from Burning 

Glass Technologies.  

The new analysis of millions of job postings 

found there were 5.7 million openings in STEM 

fields in 2013, 4.4 million of which required at 

least a bachelor's degree and 2.3 million of which 

were entry-level jobs that call for less than two 

years of experience.  

"The market for STEM jobs is bigger, actually 

significantly bigger, than most other studies have 

reported in the past," says Burning Glass Chief 

Executive Officer Matt Sigelman. "We also found 

that graduates in STEM fields have much better 

prospects, both because they are competing for a 

large number of jobs...but also because they make 

substantially more." 

Nearly half of all entry-level STEM jobs required 

a bachelor's degree or higher, while just 29 

percent of bachelor's degree recipients earn a 

degree in a STEM field, the study says. For those 

earning less than a four-year degree, on the other 

hand, 24 percent of entry-level jobs are available, 

while 32 percent of sub-baccalaureate degrees are 

awarded in STEM fields. And the average 

advertised starting salary for entry-level STEM 

jobs that require at least a bachelor's degree was 

26 percent higher than those for non-STEM fields, 

the study found.  

Drilling the data down a different way, the study 

found there were about 2.5 entry-level job 

postings for each new bachelor's degree recipient 

in a STEM field, compared with 1.1 posting for 

each new four-year graduate in a non-STEM field. 

The Burning Glass analysis differed so greatly 

from other studies because it used a significantly 

different methodology, Sigelman says. While 

other studies typically rely on a mix of forecasts 

from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, expected new 

entrances into the job market and retirement 

predictions, the Burning Glass researchers 

analyzed the text of job postings to identify 

exactly what employers were looking for. That 

means certain jobs that would not typically be 

categorized in STEM fields were included in the 

new analysis.  

"Typically these analyses tend to focus on those 

occupations which define themselves as being 

science, technology, engineering and math jobs," 

Sigelman says. "And because we're looking at 

millions of job postings, and looking at what 

employers are truly looking for...we've been able 

to extend our understanding of the STEM field to 

include those jobs where employers are typically 

asking for some qualification in STEM skills, or 

STEM areas of study." 

Within the health care sphere, for example, certain 

clinical positions that require a background in 

biology, chemistry or another scientific field 

might not always be counted as STEM 

occupations, Sigelman says.  

And although the Burning Glass study gives "yet 

more compelling evidence" that earning a 

bachelor's degree will help put students on the 

path to a steady job, Sigelman says, there were 

still a considerable number of opportunities for 

those with less than a four-year degree.  

Although there did not appear to be the same 

disparity between what programs students are 

completing and where the jobs are overall, 

Sigelman says there were "considerable 

variations" field by field. In 2013, for example, he 

says about 100,000 students completed medical 

assistant programs, while there were about 73,000 

job openings for medical assistants. On the other 

hand, some fields -- like computer numerically 

controlled machine tool programmers -- had a 

much higher demand than supply of trained 

workers, Sigelman says. 

"Our definition of success, so much of our focus 

in higher education to date has been on college 

completion," Sigelman says. "What this study 

reveals is that it's not enough just to complete 

college, that so much of your success in the job 

market is going to have to do with what you study 

as well." 

Report: STEM Job Market Much Larger Than  

Previously Reported  

Reprint: Article by Allie Bidwell, U.S. News & World Report 

SV students impress with STEM Fair 

Not your average science fair, the 2nd Annual STEM Fair featured 110 

of the most unique and interactive projects developed by secondary 

students with an interest in STEM-related fields. In addition to the 

projects, the event also featured the physics photo contest.  

STEM Fems 

Evans City Middle School has 

joined the Seneca Valley Middle 

School in establishing a STEM 

Fems school club for girls. Open 

to fifth and sixth grade girls, the 

ECMS STEM Fems events in-

clude authentic hands-on, minds

-on activities that are geared 

toward their interests in the are-

as of Science, Technology, En-

gineering and Mathematics. 

Organizers will provide three 

sessions of Stem Fems this 

year, as well as a recognition 

night for all of the participants.  

http://usnews.com/stem
http://www.usnews.com/topics/author/allie_bidwell
http://www.laroche.edu/
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Two Seneca Valley School District students 

were recently honored for their exceptional 

volunteer work through the 2014 Prudential 

Spirit of Community Awards Competition. 

Elexa White, 

13, of 

Cranberry 

Twp, Pa., a 

seventh-

grader at 

Seneca 

Valley 

Middle 

School, is 

one of just eight students from across the state to 

be chosen as a distinguished finalist in the 2014 

Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 

Competition. This national program honors 

students in grades 5-12 for outstanding volunteer 

service, and is conducted annually by Prudential 

Financial in partnership with the National 

Association of Secondary School Principals 

(NASSP).  

Miss White, pictured here with Mr. Robert 

Magerko, guidance counselor, and Ms. Andrea 

Peck, principal, was chosen for this elite honor 

in recognition of her efforts to raise $100,000 to 

benefit the American Heart Association by 

serving as spokesperson for its Open Your Heart 

Campaign in 2013. Elexa, who was born with a 

heart defect that was surgically corrected, helped 

to plan and fundraise for the annual Heart Ball 

and publicly shared her experiences to raise 

awareness about heart disease.  

The timing is very apropos as February is 

American Heart Month.  

“I don't just do this for myself,” Miss White 

explained. “I do it for all the amazing people I've 

met along the way, especially, my friends from 

Heart Camp.  I'm usually the one being inspired 

by listening to adults speak. I love the feeling of 

accomplishment I get when adults tell me I made 

an impact on their lives." 

Her parents, Richard and Kirstin, could be more 

proud of the work she is doing, stating that it’s 

fulfilling to see the work and impact she is 

having on people of all ages. This award is 

validation that her efforts are making a 

difference. 

"We are touched that others were able to learn 

how dedicated Elexa is in helping to change 

people's lives by awarding her with this honor,” 

said the Whites.  

In addition to Miss White, Madeline 

Christenson, 17, of Seven Fields Borough, is a 

senior at Seneca Valley Senior High School and 

was honored for her exemplary volunteer service 

with a Certificate of Excellence from The 

Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, and 

with a President’s 

Volunteer Service 

Award granted by the 

program on behalf of 

President Barack 

Obama. 

Certificates of 

Excellence are 

granted to the top 10 

percent of all 

Prudential Spirit of 

Community Award 

applicants across the 

country, recognizing Americans who have 

volunteered significant amounts of their time to 

serve their communities and their country.  

“Madeline (pictured here with her certificate) is 

one of many students at Seneca Valley that 

volunteer countless hours of their time to serve 

and improve the community,” said Seneca 

Valley Senior High School Principal Mark A. 

Korcinsky.  “She is a role model for all young 

adults and motivates others to volunteer.”  

“It is great to see the joy and smiling faces of so 

many people by providing them the opportunity 

to have fun and create a memory as a family,” 

stated Madeline.  

Prudential awards students for ‘Spirit of Community’ 

Permanent Fixtures 

If you have visited Seneca Valley Middle School in 

recent years, you may have noticed the school’s 

unique – and very impressive - SVMS Student Art 

Gallery. A school tradition now for eight years, the 

gallery annually unveils and inducts several pieces 

of select student art work to permanently display along the school’s hallways. For 2013, three students 

were chosen for this honor and are pictured here with their chosen artwork, left to right: Julianna 

Scalone, now a freshman, Jocelyn Kavanagh, an eighth grader, and Jacob Fairbend, also a freshman. 

Inductees for 2014 will be unveiled in June.We congratulate these three talented individuals and invite 

you to take a look the next time you’re visiting SVMS! 

SV Vo-Tech 

students earn 

gold medals, 

prepare for state 

competition 

 On Friday, Jan. 17, five Seneca 

Valley students at the Butler 

County Area Vocational-

Technical School competed in 

the SkillsUSA District 10 

Leadership and Skill 

Championships, advancing to 

the state competition.  More 

than 50 different career and 

technology leadership and skill 

categories ranging from 

Prepared Speech to Automotive 

Technology were part of the 

competition held annually at 

BCAVTS.  Students from 12 

different schools in northwest 

PA competed to earn the right 

to move on to the SkillsUSA 

Pennsylvania Leadership and 

Skill Championships in 

Hershey, Pa., April 9-11. While 

gold medalists move on from 

the district to state 

championships, gold medalists 

at the state level also move on 

to compete at the National 

SkillsUSA Leadership and Skill 

Championships held in June in 

Kansas City, Mo. The 

following Seneca Valley 

students advance to states with 

the gold medalists also 

preparing for nationals: 

First Aid/CPR - Sean Howley - 

Gold 

TeamWorks - Juston  Kolarich - 

Gold 

Fire Fighting -Nathan Huffman 

- Gold 

Automotive Service 

Specialization - Phillip Chips – 

Silver 

Sheet Metal -Nathan Stiefel – 

Earned a Bye 
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Kudos! 

Senior high school teacher named semi-finalist in Pa 

Teacher of the Year 

Mr. Jim Lucot, social studies teacher in the senior high school, has been 

named a semi-finalist in the search for the 2015 Pennsylvania Teacher of the 

Year. The competition is rigorous and includes experiences, professional 

credits, community involvement and personal motivations. “It is certainly an 

honor to achieve this status,” according to Angela D. Homan, selection com-

mittee chair first vice president of the state organization. Mr. Lucot will be 

notified later this month if he advances to the regional finalist round. The 

Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year winner will be chosen later this school 

year.  

Band director chosen as guest conductor 

Mr. Bob Matchett, senior high school band instructor, served as the guest 

conductor for three “honors band” festivals last month. He appeared at 

the PMEA District 1 East Junior High Band Festival held at Norwin, the 

Allegheny Valley Honors Band Festival held at Shaler and the Beaver County 

Concert Band Festival held at Riverside. 

 

Celebrating 71 years of service 

Dr. Tracy Vitale, Superintendent of Schools (pictured below at 

right), was joined by the members of the Seneca Valley School 

Board, Administrative Team and A.J. Myers & Sons, Inc. in 

recognizing Rose and Frank Spithaler at the Feb.10 regular 

school board meeting.  

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Spithaler of Evans City have served the 

children of the Seneca Valley School District for a combined 71 

years. In addition to being a regular route driver for the students 

of CVE, Evans City and the secondary campus for 37 years, Mrs. 

Spithaler has also served as a Vo-Tech driver and is well known 

among our sports teams - and especially the girls’ basketball 

squads - for her time behind the wheel.  

For 34 years, Mr. Spithaler has served our students in multiple capacities; as a bus driver, a general 

bus mechanic, parts manager and fuel manager.  

Mr. and Mrs. Spithaler have spent more than 54 years 

together living in the Seneca Valley District, and all 

five of their children attended and graduated from 

Seneca Valley. Their devotion to A.J Myers & Sons, 

this school district and most of all to the safety of the 

children of Seneca Valley is exemplary and valued 

greatly.  

 

SVMS students 

chosen as SEI 

stand outs 

On February 11, 2014 the 

Cranberry Twp. Area Lions 

Club held its semi-annual 

Service Effort and Initiative 

ceremony or “SEI” Night. The 

club holds two of these events 

each year where they recognize 

several top Seneca Valley 

Middle School students for their 

outstanding achievements both 

in and out of the classroom. 

Club secretary Tim Roscoe and 

President Chuck Caputy 

presided over the ceremony, 

presenting each “SEI” student 

with a $50 gift card for Barns 

and Noble, along with a signed 

certificate of recognition for 

their wonderful 

accomplishments. Eighth grade 

middle school students Malik 

Talaat, Maggie Holl and Rachel 

Winterhalter, all from Seneca 

Valley Middle School, were 

recognized. SVMS guidance 

counselors Bob Magerko, 

Tammie Limmer and Jennifer 

North recapped each student’s 

honors for the months of 

October, November and 

December, respectively. It was a 

great ceremony and students, 

families, guidance counselors 

and Lions all enjoyed the 

evening. 

Congratulations, SVMS 

students. 

*Joining Dr. Vitale in this photo is Mr. Jim 

Pearson, Seneca Valley's Transportation 

Director. 
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CVE students ‘RAK’ it up 

Earlier this month, CVE celebrated their annual Random 

Acts of Kindness (RAK) Week, but students decided to 

take it a step further. Rather than just building-wide 

activities of kindness, Ms. DeeAnn Graham, principal, 

said the young ladies pictured here decided that they 

wanted to collect money for those children who battle 

cancer. They used their own funds (with the support of 

their parents) to purchase materials, create posters and 

sell Rainbow Loom bracelets to CVE students. They 

raised $677.05 for The Children’s Hospital Oncology 

Department. Pictured are, from left: Kelly Koegler, Sophie Wiesner, Isabella Phillips, Katherine 

Listwak, Jessica Mihalik and Alayna Hanek with Molly Vogel from Children’s Hospital. Missing from 

the photo is Sophia Dupper.   

Congratulations go out once again to the Seneca 

Valley Academic Games Teams.  In the regional 

competition of LinguiSHTIKs, several teams 

traveled to the Heinz History Center to compete 

and made it into the top five spots.   

Individually, nearly 20 qualified for nationals.   

At Haine Middle School, the first place team 

included Kate Scanlan, Zoe Stebbins, Bailey 

Salameh, Derek Howe and Mike Beggy. The 

second place team featured Harry Foss, Becca 

Loeffler, Marc Amado, Evan August and Ari 

Bilger. The third place team was Lindsey Hans, 

Cailee Cheski, Sydney Bruns, Reema Kudtarkar 

and Vinya Panugoti. The fourth place team 

included Jose Ordonez, Emily Bobusci, DJ 

Kovarik, Spencer Katzenell and Claira 

Matthews. Members of the fifth place team were 

Hannah Kirkpatrick, Jerry Zeman, Ani Ponugoti, 

Ty Thompson and Matt Donaldson. Haine 

Middle School perfect scores were Sydney 

Bruns, Cailee Cheski, Bailey Salameh, Kate 

Scanlan and Jerry Zeman. Other national 

qualifiers from HMS included Evan August, 

Mike Beggy, Ari Bilger, Julia Ehrman, Lindsey 

Hans, Spencer Katzenell, Becca Loeffler, Claira 

Matthews, Zoe Stebbins, Alex Stewart and Ty 

Thompson. 

At Seneca Valley Middle School, the first place 

team were all seventh graders and include Ben 

Hess, Angelo Giannottta, Brian Vogel, Rishin 

Sharma and Jonathon Simoes. Students on the 

third place team were seventh and eighth graders 

combined and include Victoria Beck, Timmy 

Tierney, Ryan Stelitano, Francesca Citrone and 

Jacob Geil.  Four of the top five qualifying 

scores were from Seneca Valley. Students who 

had individual qualifying scores were Brian 

Vogel, Rishin Sharma, Jonathon Simoes and 

Jacob Geil. Jonathon Simoes and Brian Vogel 

earned spots on the National Team, making a 

total of ten students from Seneca Valley Middle 

School headed to Tennessee.    

The Seneca Junior Division Team placed second 

in the tournament. The following intermediate 

and senior high school students earned a national 

qualification: Kyle Cindrich, Urvi Gupta and 

Mark Livingstone. 

The last local tournament will be held on March 

7, at the Seneca Valley Middle School. Teams 

head to Nashville, Tn. in early April for the 

national competition. 

A few more rounds to go 

Seneca Valley teams enter final stretch to National Academic Games 

Speak and be heard 

Sydney C. Ziatek, a junior at Seneca Valley Senior High School was 

awarded third place in the Voice of Democracy audio essay contest during 

the Veterans of Foreign War Pennsylvania mid-winter conference in Lan-

caster Pa.  

This year's topic was ‘Why I'm Optimistic about Our Nation’s Future.’ 

Miss Ziatek won over many other entrants at the local post level and to 

even a larger group of entrants at district level. A special thanks to all 

teachers, staff and administration that have assisted and promoted the 

VFW Voice of Democracy program in our schools.” 

SV seniors 

named National 

Merit, National 

Achievement 

Scholarship 

Finalists  

Daniella M. 

Ortiz, senior 

(pictured at 

right), has been 

selected as a 

finalist for the 

National 

Achievement 

Scholarship Program. Miss 

Ortiz, who qualified for the 

program by taking the 

Preliminary SAT/National 

Merit Scholarship Qualifying 

Test, now moves to the final 

round and will learn later this 

month if she is a scholarship 

winner.  

Seniors Rosanne M. Harrison 

and Robert P. Kunkel have 

been named finalists in the 

2013-14 National Merit 

Scholarship Competition. Both 

have met the rigorous testing 

requirements to advance to 

finalist standing, and will learn 

later this spring if they have 

been offered elite academic 

scholarships.   

Good luck and great job!! 
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What’s new in Raider Athletics 

College Commitments: Each 

year, the first Wednesday in 

February marks the start of the 

NCAA winter signing period.  

For Seneca Valley, 11 student-

athletes took part in the annual 

picture taking ceremony 

commemorating their 

collegiate commitment.  

Pictured left to right are: Joe DeAugustino (Boys Soccer-Grove City), Steve Gaviglia (Football-

Slippery Rock), Dan Miller (Football-John Carroll), Tucker Van Dyke (Football-Clarion), Aubrey 

Baehr (Softball-Bethany), Mary Kate Zahorchak (Girls Soccer-Edinboro), Alyssa Panza (Softball-Pitt 

Greensburg), Paige Foley (Softball-Grove City), Connor Coward (Baseball-Va. Tech), Taylor Mantick 

(Baseball-Lehigh), and Dan Barna (Baseball-Ohio Northern).  Missing from the photo were:  Alexa 

Sisko (Softball-Lock Haven) and Jake Fausti (Swimming-Cleveland State.)  While this is not an all-

inclusive list, we congratulate all senior student-athletes for the collegiate commitments! 

Record-Breaking Performance:  Congratulations to sophomore, Mike Kolor, for his outstanding 

performance in the 1600 meter run at a recent indoor track & field meet in Cleveland!  Michael set a 

new school record for the indoor mile with a time of 4 minutes, 27.06 seconds.  This time smashes the 

old record set over six years ago.  Michael has now qualified for the PA State Indoor meet to be held at 

Penn State University on March 1.   

Winter Sports Update: Both the girls and boys basketball teams qualified for the WPIAL tournament 

in 2014.  Boys’ basketball finished the season with a 12-11 record, including a 7-7 mark in section 3.  

The Raiders fell to Franklin Regional in the first round of the WPIAL bracket.  Girls’ basketball 

returned to the WPIAL tournament for the first time in six seasons on the strength of a second-place tie 

with Shaler in section 3.  The Raiders fell to Bethel Park in the first round of the WPIAL tournament. 

For swimming & diving, both the girls and boys teams finished in second place in their section and 

will now focus on the WPIAL individual championships in late February at Trees Hall on the campus 

of the University of Pittsburgh. Those qualifying from the WPIAL meet will swim at Bucknell 

University in mid-March at the PIAA state meet.  Good luck Raiders!  Wrestling finished in fifth 

place in section 3 and advanced through the WPIAL team tournament bracket into the second round 

falling to eventual WPIAL team champion Franklin Regional.  WPIAL individual championships take 

place at Fox Chapel the weekend of February 22, 2014 and we wish all Seneca Valley wrestlers good 

luck! 

Going for Gold 

Seneca Valley Middle School students spent a day during 

the 2014 Winter Olympic Games hosting one of their 

own. Each homeroom in the school represented more 

than 15 countries throughout the competition, and each 

team/homeroom got into the effort by creating banners, T

-shirts, themes, etc. for their assigned country. Events 

included chess, table tennis, biathlon, hockey shoot out, 

duck-walk (cross country skiing), speed skating, 

bobsledding, basketball, biking, track, rowing, and 

curling.  

Also cheering on our Olympic athletes, students in 

several of our buildings were seen wearing red, white and 

blue in many of our classrooms as they cheered on our 

American athletes in the 2014 Winter Olympic Games. 

http://keystonestatemusictheater.org/academy.html
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Snow Day  

Parent Note 

Since winter has been 

unrelenting and snow/cold 

temperatures have created a 

record number of snow delays 

and cancellations, we wanted to 

remind parents that if they need 

daycare help, it’s just a phone 

call away. For parents who 

need child care only on days 

with a two-hour delay or when 

we’re closed, Stepping Stones 

will allow parents to pay for 

just those times. Stepping 

Stones is open from 6:30 a.m.-

6:30 p.m. and is held at each of 

our four elementary sites (they 

sometimes combine sites on 

days we close). For those 

interested or for more 

information, call Ashley 

Greenleaf, Stepping Stones 

school age coordinator, at (724) 

625-2199 or via email at 

svschoolage@stepstonescc.org 

We anticipate announcing the 

sixth makeup day in the next 

few weeks. Dr. Tracy Vitale, 

Superintendent of Schools, is 

exploring options with the 

Pennsylvania Department of 

Education (PDE) and will 

announce her findings once 

confirmed. 

https://webmail.svsd.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=GOxIanI5zkK3zHFFroj6ZdvfOrfSAtEIKkYJYQaT4WNAL4uGl7DdZCimalhbpFsLdrgYe47WtvI.&URL=mailto%3asvschoolage%40stepstonescc.org

